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L ove  is a major theme in February. Valentineõs 
Day is on Sunday this year. For many of us 

that will be a day to show our affection for a special   
person in our lives and to worship God who loves us perfectly.  

I have been blessed with a wonderful partner in life. I met 
Kathy Jo in my third month serving as a pastor. It was in my third 
year of full time ministry that we married. She has been a help to me 
in so many ways. Through the years I have tried to improve as a hus-
band by studying good marriages, attending workshops, and reading 
books. Somewhere along the way I learned of a question every          
husband or wife should ask. òWhat is it like being married to me?ó             
I shared that question in a sermon, and one husband responded out 
loud, òOh no!ó He got it. Reflecting on that question causes most of us 
to confess and make some changes.  

As Christians we could also ask similar questions about our 
Godly devotion. òBy observing me, what do others think about my 
God?ó Do they see Jesus in me? Is the love of God being spread abroad 
through me? Does my attitude attract others to Godéwhat about my 
wordsémy actions? People are watching. Each one of us has a                   
significant influence on at least seven others. God wants people to see 
Christõs love alive in us. 

The source and power of true love is God. This February we             
begin Lent. We begin with Ash Wednesday, February 10, and journey 
toward the cross. We are reminded of the personal questions of every 
soul. Does God love me? How does God love me? The Bible is clear. 

òFor God loved (your name)  so much, that God  gave the only son, 

so that if (your name)  believes in him,  (your name)  will not 
perish but  (your name)  will have everlasting 
life.ó    (John 3:16) 

Joe 



Important Dates and Local District News  

Dates to Remember: 
Make Your Mark, 2016 Menôs Retreat 
February 19-21, 2016 

Christ Church UMC, Myrtle Beach 

Information/Registration: http://www.umcsc.org/home/ministries/discipleship/united-methodist-men/2016-

men-n-ministry-weekend/ 

 

Reaching New People Seminar 

Friday, February 26, 6:00-9:00pm 

Saturday, February 27, 9:00am-4:00pm 

Shandon United Methodist, 3407 Devine Street, Columbia, SC 29204 

A Tri-District Gathering for Columbia, Hartsville, and Rock Hill 

$20 per person, meals included 

Register by February 19: www.umcsc.org/data/reachingnewpeople.php 
 

These hotels are located close to Shandon UMC for your convenience: 

Hampton Inn , 201 E. Exchange Blvd., Columbia, SC 29209 

Holiday Inn Express, 7329 Garners Ferry Road, Columbia, SC 29209 

LaQuinta Inn, 7333 Garners Ferry Road, Columbia, SC 29209 

Country Inn and Suites, 220 E. Exchange Blvd., Columbia, SC 29209 

 

Tables I, II, III Due  

Friday, February 26th 

For more information: http://www.umcsc.org/home/administrative-services/statistics-2/ 

 

Celebrating the African American Church Worship Service  

Sunday, February 28th at 3:00pm 

Green Pond UMC (983 Bethel St, Clover)  
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'ÅÔ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄȣ4Ï %ÁÃÈ /ÔÈÅÒȦ On a Worldwide Marriage Encounter you 
can make your good marriage GREAT! Marriage encounter is 44 hours 
where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, in-laws, and 
ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙ ÔÏ ÆÏÃÕÓ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒȢ   )Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÄÅÐÔÈȟ ÇÒÏ×ÔÈ 
ÁÎÄ ÅÎÒÉÃÈÍÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÅÌÁÔÉÏÎÓÈÉÐȟ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÌÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ Á -ÁÒÒÉÁÇÅ 
Encounter Weekend can make!  Join millions of couples worldwide who 
have learned how to keep their marriage vibrant and alive. The next                  
weekend will be held on March 4-6, 2016 at the Hyatt Place in Charlotte, 
North Carolina. You can find more information and register online at                   
encounter.org  or contact Geoff and Francine at 518-281-2274 or email at                       
meumcarolina.org. 

http://www.umcsc.org/home/ministries/discipleship/united-methodist-men/2016-men-n-ministry-weekend/
http://www.umcsc.org/home/ministries/discipleship/united-methodist-men/2016-men-n-ministry-weekend/
http://www.umcsc.org/data/reachingnewpeople.php
http://www.umcsc.org/home/administrative-services/statistics-2/
http://encounter.org
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2015 Apportionments 

The first benevolent responsibility of every United Methodist church is apportionment giving. Thanks to all of 

you who helped the Rock Hill district churches donate 94.79% of our fair share of missional support.            

We helped the conference reach over 91%. I celebrate your generosity. 

Some congregations worked hard to reach 100%. Others, while not reaching 100%, gave sacrificially. Here are 

those who fully contributed their fair share. Let us all rejoice in their faithfulness. 

Adnah/Rock Hill 

Aldersgate 

Antioch/Rock Hill 

Armenia 

Belair 
Bethel/Chester 

Bethel/Lancaster 

Bethel/Rock Hill 

Bethesda 

Camp Creek 

Canaan 

Caperôs Chapel 

Catawba 

Church of the Good Shepherd 

Clover Chapel 

Cornerstone 

Damascus 
Ebenezer 

El Bethel 

Epworth 

First/Clover 

First/Lancaster 

Fort Lawn 

Friendship 

New Hope/Chester 

New Zion/Sharon 

Osceola 

Philadelphia/York 

Pleasant Grove 
Pleasant Hill 

Richburg 

Salem 

Shady Grove 

Sharon 

St James 

St Johnôs/Rock Hill 

St John's/Fort Mill 

St Paul 

Trinity/Lancaster 

Trinity/York 

Wesley Memorial 
Wesley 

Good Samaritan 

Grace Community 

Grace/Lancaster 

Green Pond 

Hanging Rock 
Harmony 

Heath Chapel 

Heath Memorial 

Hopewell/Lancaster 

Hopewell/York 

India Hook 

Kingôs Mountain Chapel 

Lynnwood 

Mt Dearborn 

Mt Harmony 

Mt Holly 

Mt Olive 
Mt Prospect 
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ATTENTION, ATTENTION  

TO ALL  SPOUSES!  

This is the day the LORD has made.  Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 

Spouses of the South Carolina Annual Conference 

 
Attached you will find the information for our 2016 Spouseôs Retreat. 

 

We plan for this to be a real time of rest and restoration as we celebrate the               
Presence of God in our lives. 

 

Our programming is very laid back.  Each of us will be ñthe programò                                
as we share about our ñJourneysò in ministry. 

 

We want this to be a time to re-connect with those you have not seen in a while                 
and make new friends that you can cherish for years to come. 

 

We will be gathering at Epworth by the Sea from March 11-13th, 2016 and                
our joy will not be complete without you. 

 

See Page 5 for Registration form... 
The Rock Hill District Spouses are planning on carpooling or taking a bus. We need 
to begin now planning this trip! Please contact me if you are attending the retreat 
and you are interested in pooling our rides together.  
 

Contact:  
Kathy Jo Long, spouse of D.S. Joe Long  

kj.joelong@gmail.com  
843 -430 -4490  

Or you may leave a message at the district office  

Say you will come, letôs make this anniversary really                 
special and be the largest district in attendance!  

There is still time to 

register!  Call today! 
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mailto:drichmond@alphagary.com
http://www.exploresouthernhistory.com/stsimons.html
http://www.exploresouthernhistory.com/stsimons.html
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